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News from Tower-Ditch, &e, 


He odd Accidents of an 'unuſnal 
multicude of Fiſh that larely came 
into, and were taken in T7omwer- 
ditch , and other Crecks belong- 
ing to the River of Thames, ha- 
ving occafion'd much diſcourſe a- 
bout this City , it has been thought convenient for 
publique ſarisfaRion ro give a particular and true 

elation of the. matter , with its moſt remarkable 
circumſtances which the. Reader 'may take as fol- 
lows, on the Teſtimony of credible eye-witneſles, 

On Friday the Twentieth. of this inſtant Ofober, 
it being that day High-water. at Loxdon-bridge a- 
bour ten a Clock ; the Tide coming in and flows 

Ing (according to the uſual 'manner , when it is 
permitted by the gates being open) into the Moar 
or Ditch that furrounds the Royal Arſenal > com. 

; A 32 monly 


CE ee ee ee ee ee er I ro te er Ire eee eee 


2 
monly called rhe Tewer of Lozdes , brought with 
it an incredible. number of Fiſh 5 Iiſomuch that a 
poor Boy. who was playing , or otherwile idling 
on the..Bank ,'being (as we hear) the firſt diſco» 
verer would needs ſeeing ſuch a grear quantity un» 
dreſs himſelf as far. 8s his Shooes, Stockings and 
Breeches, and ſo waded in, and took up divers of 
them with his hands and flu1g them to the ſhoar, 
this was before cight a clock, being there then bur 
young Flood. 


The fight of his aRion ſoon drew many others 
to, be. art once ſpeRarors and admirers_of the_mar- 
ccr, and. that which added to their wonder, was that 
they could plainly fce great numbers of {mall Fiſh 
floating .as it were with their heads on the ſurface 
of: the water , which made many others [$6 in like- 
vviſe,, ſome. vvith. Netts , and others Van ; for 
the ſhoal. vvas ſo numerous that they conld hardly 
miſs of carching ſeveral at a time onely vvith their 
.hards ;. They ſeemed nor ſo much to uſe their. na- 
qual. poyyer of. feyimming vvith their Fins, as to 
lye- fill and ſuffer themſclyes ro be gently carried 
vyith-the Current of the fiream, but vvhen couch'd 
(unleſs faddenly rofs'd up and taken) could nimbly 
glide away,, fo. char 'rwas plain they, had'life', bur 
were inja manger. Rupificd , and did. nor exerciſe 
iz-vill provoked thereunto by ſome - external Vie- 
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The number cr quantity taken in all ir ig not at 
all poſſible to ſer forth, conſidering how many per- 
ſons by ſeveral means imploy'd rhemſelves ro rake 
them”; my (elf ſpake with three perſons char: ſevc- 
rally 'affirm'd each of them got near @ Buſhel , as 
{or the particular kinds of the Fiſh they were ſuch 
as the River is generally ftor'd wirh, that is to ſay, 
Roaches, Dace, Perches, Eels, &c. 


Thefe Fiſh whil& in the Warer were generally 
obſcrred to gaſp as for ayr , and many of them 
immediately as fodn-ts they were touch'd, dyed ; 
and prefently Think , which were flung away : @- 
chers —_— ruddy and freſh , -and many people 
'( eſpecially of the tiicvinier ſort) Ureſt and ear of 
*rhem, affirming that they never caſted (beteer;, nor 
did z6y Indifpofic 
'thitt-fed on "theta that We <af hear-of, 


Divers Gentlemen and' Gieizens thar tha Vater 
'Spanicls'would fling in ones orithe- like, and the 
Dogs following to ferth'them ; ſeldome. fail'd .in 
ſtead thereof to bring out a Fiſh in their months. 
When the Tide fell, great quantities were lefe 
. gaſping on the banks , ſome; alive , but more 
Fead 3 and ſome Fiſher-men having planted Nets 
ar the Sluce or Gate where the water goes our, 
cauphr a vaſt number, 
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| Nor. was it only here, for at Lime-houſe-bridge, 
The Shore at Wapping ;- Black-wall _; tne Dock- 
head in Southwark, -and other places ttere was the 
like ; and above Bridge a:fo, (as we are informed) 
the ſame was obſerved by divers Fiſher-men, who 
admired at the prodigious draughts they made thar 
.day , above all othcr*rimes, 


The reaſons of this wonderful plenty of Fiſh ap- 
pearing in ſo ſtrange a m=1ner, are variouſly afſign- 
ed; To ſay 'tis a thing ordinary , will be contra- 
dicted by: common .experience, For as the like had 
-not been known before, ſo was not there any ſuch 
thing the very next Tide after, or any time fince, 
though expeRed and -curiouſly obterved by many ; 
To aſcribe ir to chance is below the thoughts of a 
wiſe man , who knows there is no ſuch thing as 
that fortuitous Goddeſs exiftent in the world, ſave 
in the vain and ignorant imaginations of fools , 
who blindly attribute thereunto whatever they can- 
not underſtand , - whereas in truth nothing comes 
-to paſs without its proper cauſes, Cooperating to 
2 certain determinate effec, 
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Nor need we run to ſuch a filly Alum for the- 
ſolution of this buſineſs ; ſome think the canſe may 
onely be , that great multitudes of Fiſh brought 
down by che freth- waters after the late rains, be- 
ing ſuddenly hurried into the ſale water, which late- 
ly has (by reaſon of the former long drought, ) 
been obſerved to flow beyond the uſual marks, even 
almoſt as far as Loendox-Briage, might be the occa- 
fion of ir. Fhe. River Fiſh being diſturbed with 
chat brackiſh Aliment, - flying from. it. into . every 
opportune creek, But others rather judge it might 
be cauſed by great quantities of ſome ſtupetying 
Bair ehrown or faln in , which laying them for a - 
time asS'it were aſl:cp, made them. . inſenfibly be 
born in with the current of the Tide ; We know 
ſeveral ſorts, of Paſis artificially made , and ſome 
natural druggs which Fiſh are extreamly greedy of; . 
have a quaixy ſo to i-roxicate them , that they may 
eaſily be taken up by hand ; and that ſomething of - 
like kind was 51 this caſe is very .probable from 
their gaſping and ſwimming on the ſurface of the 
water , which operating more with ſome than o- .. 
ethers according t©, the qugntity-received, might Oc-. 
caſion the killing and putrefaion of pert , whilſt 
the reſt remained (though nor altogether undiftem- 
pered) yet more lively and wholeſome, 
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We tead-in 'Hiltory ,:chat:zas Avgyſt#5, was Once 
walking -0n-the :Shoar, {everal\ Fiſhes leap'd our of 
the 'Sex and caſt-themfelyes at. bis feet , which by 
the learned of thoſe: times; was conlirucd, as a good 
Omen, that \Neprune -had;:adopred and received 
him for his Lieutenant over; the Ocean inſtead of 
Sextus Pompeius ; nor .was the prediction fruſtrated 
by the-event,. the. Empire of the. ;VVorld (as yell 
by \Sex- as Land )-being ſoon after, peageably, yeſted 
m that illufittzous.and well: deſerving- Roman.  -- 


